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Office Hours: W and F 12:00-4:00; other times by appointment 








Office Hours: By appointment only
Class Meeting Time and Location: 9:00 a.m. Saturday in Sims Lobby 

Credit hours: 4 (Lecture 3, Laboratory Science 1)
Textbook: Murphy, C.H., 1995, Carolina Rocks: the Geology of South Carolina

Prerequisite: At least one course having a GEOL or BIOL designator or permission of the instructor
Web Server: http://bohr.winthrop.edu






User Name: student






Password:
TENTATIVE CLASS SCHEDULE 
      DATE    
                          ACTIVITY                                                                    CHAPTER

	Jan 17
	Overview, Natural History of South Carolina (9:00a–3:00p)
	I,1,2,8

	Jan 24
	South Carolina State Museum (9:00a–6:00p, Overview Report due)
	5,6,7,8

	Jan 31-Feb1
	Atlantic Coastal Plain and Coast (Saturday and Sunday, 9:00a–9:00p, SCSM Report due) 
	5,6,7,8

	Feb 7
	Woods Bay State Park, Atlantic Coastal Plain (9:00a–7:00p, ACP Report due) 
	3, 5

	Feb 14
	Museum of York County (9:00a–5:00p, WB Report due)
	3, 5

	Feb 21
	Carolina Slate Belt, Eastern Piedmont (Saturday -Sunday, 9:00a–7:00p, MYC Report due) 
	3, 4

	Thur Feb 26
	Interim Midterm Grades Due 5:00 p.m.
	

	Feb 28
	Charlotte Belt, Catawba River, Middle Piedmont (9:00a–7:00p, CSB Report due)
	3, 4

	Mar 7
	Kings Mountain Belt, Western Piedmont (9:00a–8:00p, CB Report due)  
	3, 4

	Mar 14
	No Class Meeting: Saturday before Spring Break 
	

	Mar 21
	No Class Meeting: Saturday ending Spring Break
	

	Mar 28-29
	Inner Piedmont and Blue Ridge (Saturday and Sunday, 9:00a–9:00p, KMB Report due)
	3

	Apr 4
	No Class Meeting: Easter Weekend
	

	Apr 11-12
	Reserve for Class Meeting if necessary: (IPBR Report due)
	

	Apr 18-19
	Reserve for Class Meeting if necessary: (IPBR Report due)
	

	Apr 25
	No Class Meeting: Saturday before Final Exams
	

	May 7
	Graduating Student’s grades due 9:00 a.m.
	


Course Description: South Carolina Natural History, a study of the influence of geology and geologic history on biology and biodiversity, is an intense field trip-based laboratory science course designed for science majors and minors and for outdoor enthusiasts and nature lovers who have a natural science background.
Course Goals and Student Learning Outcomes: For students to gain an understanding and appreciation of the of the geology, biology, biodiversity, and natural history of the major geologic provinces and eco-regions of South Carolina and to produce in their own words detailed well-written science reports that demonstrate they have done so.
E-mail: You should check your Winthrop e-mail frequently, particularly on Fridays before a field trip.
Attendance: Attendance is required  
Other Course Requirements: 

· Reserve all weekends for this course until we have completed the last field trip.
Field trips are at the mercy of the weather. If inclement weather prohibits a field trip on a given Saturday, the field trip will be postponed to the next available Saturday. If inclement weather prohibits more than one field trip, we reserve the option to run one on Saturday and another on Sunday.
· Record detailed and accurate field notes.
· Wear comfortable boots or shoes, dress in layers for changes in the weather and bring rain gear if it may rain. 
· Participate, contribute insight, and ask questions. If you have a particular interest that you would like to explore or if you are an “expert” on a topic, share your knowledge with the group. In past years, input from students interested in birds, wildflowers, fungi, and snakes have added immensely to our field experiences!
Class Preparation: Do assigned readings before class
Cell phones:  Do not use your cell phone when someone is talking to the whole group.
Performance Measures Used to Evaluate Achievement of Student Learning Outcomes 

· Attendance and Participation: As above, attendance is required. Missing a class meeting will automatically lower your final grade one letter grade. Contribute to class discussions, ask questions, share your knowledge. 
· Field Notes: You will be issued a field notebook in which you must record detailed field notes at every field stop. Field notebooks will be spot-checked for accuracy and detail. We expect to see in your reports the things we discussed at each field stop. Thus, failure to record detailed notes will automatically lower your grade because your report will be incomplete. You may not rely on someone else to take notes for you.
· Reports: You must write a report for each of the first 9 class meetings. Each report must be created in Word with double-spaced 12 point font and 1 inch margins. Each must be well written, thorough in coverage, and documented using a standard form of documentation. Field guides handed out at the beginning of each class meeting include abundant background information and reprints of various geology and biology journal articles. Include in your reports information extracted from those publications. Properly cite sources in your text, e.g., (Fields 2010). Also cite the complete reference in the References Cited section at the end of your report. Inclusion of pictures is recommended but optional. Reports will be critically evaluated with respect to completeness of content (80%) and writing (syntax, spelling, and documentation, 20%).
· When beginning a report, type your name in the upper right hand or left hand corner of page 1, skip a line and type the appropriate title (centered and bold) as indicated below:
· Report 1: Overview of the Geology and Natural History of South Carolina
· Report 2: South Carolina State Museum
· Report 3: The Atlantic Coastal Plain and Coast
· Report 4: Woods Bay State Park  
· Report 5: Museum of York County
· Report 6: The Carolina Slate Belt
· Report 7: The Charlotte Belt, Catawba River
· Report 8: The Kings Mountain Belt

· Report 9: The Inner Piedmont and Blue Ridge
· Subdivide field trip reports as follows: Introduction, Stop 1, Stop 2, etc., References Cited. Position the title for each subheading (in bold) at the left hand margin and follow with double spaced comments. Failure to cite references and include a References Cited section will result in a reduction of 15 points. 
· Save each report as: Your last name, Report # (e.g., Smith, Report 3) and submit it electronically to bolandi@winthrop.edu by the due date indicated on the syllabus.
Grading: Your grade will be based on: 

· Attendance, participation, field notes, worth 100 points per class meeting (1000 points total) 

· Writing quality and completeness of the 9 reports, worth 100 points each, subdivided as follows: Geology 40 points, Biology 40 points, Writing 20 points (900 points total)
· Grades will be calculated as: Points earned ÷ 19 and assigned as follows:
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Final Exam: There is no final exam for this course.
Plagiarism: We have zero tolerance for plagiarism.  Copying directly from our PowerPoint presentations, the Internet, or publications without properly documenting the source, or copying another student's field notes or report will result in, depending upon the severity of the plagiarism, a grade of zero on the plagiarized work or an F for the course.
Conduct: As noted in the Student Conduct Code: “Responsibility for good conduct rests with students as adult individuals.” The policy on student academic misconduct is outlined in the “Student Conduct Code Academic Misconduct Policy” online at http://www2.winthrop.edu/studentaffairs/handbook/StudentHandbook.pdf.

Syllabus Change Policy: We reserve the right to change the schedule of field trips.
Students with Disabilities: Winthrop University is dedicated to providing access to education.  If you have a disability and require specific accommodations to complete this course, contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS) at 803-323-3290.  Once you have your official notice of accommodations from the Office of Disability Services, please inform me as early as possible in the semester.
Final word: We truly enjoy teaching this course and we learn something new on each field trip. The more you put into this course, the more you will get out of it. Enjoy it - ask questions, contribute to discussions, share your knowledge, and absorb all you can. Our world is truly unique and South Carolina is a very special place for biologists and geologists alike. “You won't believe the...”
“Dr. B.” and “Dr. Steve”
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